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Newsletter of October 3, 2014

Dates to Remember:
Monday, Oct. 6th - Blessing of the Animals

8 am - see note below
Tuesday, Oct. 7th - Living Rosary 9 am

Outside in parking lot - all are invited
Wednesday, Oct. 8th - 2 pm dismissal

Student Council meets 2 - 3 pm
DC Fundraising Parent meeting 2 pm
Room 2

Thursday, Oct. 9th - Rally 10:15 - No Mass
Carnitas tickets and money due in office
Parent Club meets at 8 am
Fire Prevention

Friday, Oct. 10th - 12 pm dismissal
Fire Prevention

Saturday, Oct. 11th - Carnitas Dinner 4-8 pm
St. Bernadette’s Hall

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Dear Parents,

In this Sunday’s gospel Jesus tells us
another story. This story adds another point to the
importance of focusing on the Kingdom of God.
Jesus emphasizes the importance of working in the
Kingdom of God for only one reason: the greater
glory of God.

The story is about a group of laborers in a
vineyard who will not give the harvest to the

vineyard owner. The laborers
even kill those who come to
collect it; they kill even the
owner’s son. Jesus asked his
listeners what the owner of
the vineyard will do to the
laborers. They answered, “He

will put those men to death and lease his vineyard
to other tenants who will give him the produce at
the proper times.”

In this story about the Kingdom of God,
Jesus makes it clear that absolutely everything in
the world belongs to God. As faithful, Catholic
Christians, we love God and we love one another -
all for the greater glory of God. Our works of
mercy, charity, and love do not result in a
“harvest” that we get to keep for ourselves - like

Attachments:
Parent Meeting Minutes
Annual Budget Report for 2013-14
College Information Flyer
Alumni Snapshot - Michelle Ahola
Carnitas Dinner Sign Up sheet

Upcoming Dates:
Tues. Oct. 14th - Pheasant Festival Meeting for
all chairs and coordinators
Wed. Oct. 15th - K, 1st, 2nd Field Trip
Oct. 15th - 17th - Ashland Trip 7th/8th

Thurs. Oct. 16th - SAC 6 pm
Fri. Oct. 17th -Pheasant Festival Dinner tickets
go home
Fri. Oct. 17th - Believe orders due
Sun. Oct. 19th - Family Liturgy
Oct. 31st - Trunk or Treat -2:30 PM
Silent Auction items due
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
praise, for example. The good we do is not
primarily for our own good. Rather, the good we do
is all to praise God and give honor to God. Our
mercy, charity, and love give glory to God and
build up the Kingdom of God right here in our
midst, right now.

We are the tenant given care of God’s
vineyard. He sends us prophets and messengers,
and even his own Son, to guide us in the way we
care for the Good News, and the community of
believers. Just like many people before us, we
often don’t listen to the prophets or even to Jesus.
This parable offers us a reminder of the precious
gifts entrusted to us, and our responsibility to
steward them and produce new fruit.

Who are the workers in God’s vineyard
today, and what are they called to do?

Let us offer the harvest of our good acts
in praise to God so that the Kingdom of Heaven
might be seen right here, right now. Let us pray for
our students as they grow in Understanding and
help all of us to show mercy, love, and charity.

Yours in Christ,

Barbara Genera



1. Gift of the Holy Spirit - Oct.

Understanding
Understanding is the second gift of the

Holy Spirit, and people sometimes have a hard
time understanding (no pun intended) how it
differs from wisdom. While wisdom is the desire
to contemplate the things of God, understanding
allows us to grasp, at least in a limited way, the
very essence of the truths of the Catholic Faith.
Through understanding, we gain a certitude
about our beliefs that moves beyond faith.

Understanding is the gift of
comprehension, or the ability to grasp the

meaning of the teachings of the
Church. The gift of understanding
helps you be tolerant and
sympathetic of others. It helps you
to sense when someone is hurting
or in need of compassion.

2. Gift of the Holy Spirit - Sept.

Citizens for Wisdom
The following students received

citizenship awards for showing and knowing
about the gift of Wisdom:
Benjamin Mata, Brayden Duran, Emerson Faris,
David Gomez, Mya Rodriquez, Damian Meraz,
Laura Anderson, Frances Peterson, Ivan Colsa,
Christian Reyna, and Sophia Stocks.
Congratulations for your Wisdom!

3. Blessing of the Animals
Since Oct. 4th, the Memorial of Saint

Francis of Assisi is on Saturday; Fr. Arbel will
do a blessing of the animals on Monday, Oct. 6th

for our student’s pets. The blessing will be right
after the morning bell at 8 am. Please let your
children bring their pet - live pets, pictures of
their pet, or a favorite
stuffed animal- to our
blessing. All live animals
must be on a leash or in a
cage to prevent anything
unforeseen from happening. All
live animals must go home
immediately after the blessing.
Live animals may not stay
the day at school.

All preschool and prekindergarten
students are welcome to be part of our
blessing of animals, but they will need to be
here by 8 am.

At 8 am we will form a semi- circle
around the black top area so that Fr. Arbel has
easy access to all the animals.

Hopefully we will have a great show of
animals.

4. Believe Sale
Believe order envelopes are coming

home to all of our fundraising
families. There are some really

great useful products inside
for you and for gift items for

Christmas. The wrap is really
attractive. Please try to sell as

much as possible. Orders are due
on Friday, Oct. 17th so we have a quick turn
around time.

5. Living Rosary
The Faith and Spiritually Committee of

the Student Council invites everyone to our
Living Rosary on Tuesday, Oct. 7th at 9 am in the
parking lot. October 7th is the Memorial of Our
Lady of the Rosary.

Our Church has held Mary, the mother
of Jesus, in great esteem. She is called the
Mother of God, Mother of the Church, and our
own Blessed Mother. Catholics can show their
devotion to Mary by inviting her to pray with
and for them. One way of doing this is by using
the rosary and thinking about the events in her
life and the life of her son. This school year we
will use the Sorrowful Mysteries which is the
Rosary said for Tuesday and one we have not
done before.

On this day students may wear a shirt
the color of the region they represent. This is
not a typical free dress day. Students must be in
school uniform shorts, pants, skirts, skorts or
jumpers. But they may wear different colored
appropriate shirts for their region. Please make
sure shirts are nice. Do not go out and buy an
appropriate colored shirt – wear school uniform
shirts if you do not have the color suggested.
Kindergarten & Second grade – Blue
First Grade – Green
Third/Fourth Grade – White - school uniform
shirt will be fine
Fifth Grade – Red- school uniform shirt will be
fine
Sixth Grade - Yellow
Seventh & Eighth Grade - blue uniform shirt



6. Carnitas Dinner - Oct. 11th

Ticket stubs and
money are due in the school
office by Thursday, Oct. 9th.
Sign-up sheets for the Carnitas
Dinner are attached. Ramon

Silva, the Carnitas Dinner will be contacting
everyone on the list.

7. Extended Reminder
All students need to be signed out of extended
care. That means the time you pick up your child
and your signature need to be on the sheet.
Without the pick up time recorded, we cannot
accurately add your daycare hour usage. Students
who are not signed out will be charged until
5:30pm. Please help us help you, and take a
moment to correctly sign your child out of
extended.
Thank you for your attention to this matter!

8. DC Fundraising Group
Our first meeting as a group is

scheduled for Wednesday, Oct. 8th at 2 pm. Our
first event is:
Harvest Festival Bake Sale
Saturday, Oct. 11, 2014
11 am - 3 pm
*Please note, there will be many other bake sales
at the event, so let's make our goodies tasty,
different, and enticing!
*Please contact Norma to sign up to work:
nomisthebrat@hotmail.com or 530.415.0545 or
sign up at the meeting on the 8th.
*Look for wreath sales soon!

9. Parent Conferences
Thank you parents for attending your

parent conference. Parents, students, and
teachers working together ensures the success of
student growth in faith and in academics. Please
never hesitate to contact your child’s classroom
teacher if you have any questions or concerns.
Staff emails are in the front of your Parent
Handbook.

10. Pheasant Festival - Marketing
We are looking for pictures that anyone

might have of any of our previous Pheasant
Festivals. We have created a FACE Book page
just for our Pheasant Festival and would like
some pictures
.

Just a reminder that all families

must work on the Pheasant

Festival. If you have not yet

signed up, please come by the

school office or give us a call.

Silent Auction
Silent Auction items or money is due on

Friday, Oct. 24th. Your child(ren) will receive a
free dress pass if your item(s) are turned in
before or on the due date.

Business Solicitations for Donations - let us
know if you can help

11.Labeling Uniforms/Sweatshirts,

etc.
Students are starting to wear their

sweatshirts and we already have some in our lost
basket. Please make sure all sweatshirts and
anything clothing item that your student may
take off is clearly labeled. Make sure you check
items already labeled and redo if they are not
readable.

12. Halloween Free Dress
It has been decided that students can

wear costumes or come in orange and black free
dress on Halloween Day, Oct. 31st. Please make
sure costumes are appropriate for school - stick
with good heroes, Saints, etc. Nothing on the

gory side. Remember that
students will be in class
doing work on that day so
make sure the costume will

not interfere with the regular
classroom routine. If you have

questions on a type of costume contact the
teacher or the school office.

“May the Lord bless us all the days

of our lives.” Psalm 128

Fundraising Opportunities
Target: Don’t forget to use your Target Red
Card when shopping at Target (make sure you
have your card designated for Our Lady of
Lourdes School). Up to 1% of your purchases
are donated back to the school.



Box Tops: Every box top is 10 cents to our
school. Save your General Mills, Pillsbury, Betty
Crocker, Ziploc, Kleenex, and the eBox Tops
Marketplace. Bring the box tops to the school
office.
Labels For Education: Save your Campbell’s
labels and bring them to the school. We are able
to trade these in for educational supplies.
Raley’s/Bel Air Extra Credit Program: Sign
up for the something Extra Shopping card and
then go on line and designate Our Lady of
Lourdes School as the school of your choice.
Raley’s/Bel Air will donate 1% back to the
school.

Thursday Bake Sale:
Teachers are selling homemade baked

treats every Thursday at snack recess in

an attempt to earn funds to

improve/update technology in the

classrooms.

All baked items will be sold for 50 cents.

Donations are appreciated and welcome.

Thank you for your support!

God bless,

The Staff

Preview

Mrs. Hodges-PS/PK: Next week’s letter of the
week is “Gg.” It’s also National Fire Safety
week. The city fire dept. will visit our school on
Friday, Oct. 10th. We will be making fire trucks,
and practicing our fire exit drills. We will also be
learning about the quantity of numbers, as well
as greater than, less than, and equal to (< > =).
We will also continue our writing practice.

Mrs. Ramirez-2nd/3rd Math: Third grade will
have their Ch.2 Math test on Tuesday, October 7.
The test will cover related addition or subtraction
sentence, estimating sums, adding two and three
digit numbers and subtracting. 2nd grade will
continue to work with subtraction and
regrouping.

Ms. Arias-3rd/4th: We will begin with Unit 4 in
vocabulary next week. Please keep in mind that
we will be focusing on terms #1-5 only. The
definitions “chart” test will be on Friday,
October 10th. Our class will be participating in
the Living Rosary on Tuesday, October 7th.
Students are to wear white (white uniforms shirts

are ok) with their uniform bottoms. Please make
sure that students are practicing the Hail Mary
prayer daily at home. Math 4 will have a test on
Wednesday, October 8th. There will be a short
vocabulary quiz in Science on Thursday, October
9th. Please make sure to set time aside daily to
review classwork/homework with your child.
Doing so will foster essential study habits.

Mrs. Farrell-5th/6th: Our school-wide Living
Rosary (World Mission Rosary) will be prayed
Monday, October 7th at 9am. On this day 5th and
6th grade students are wearing red to symbolize
the fire of faith that brought the first missionaries
to the Americas. Students may wear a RED shirt
or sweater or their uniform shirt. There will
NOT be a History take home test October 6th.
Memorare prayer quiz is October 16th and the
test is October 27th. The Mysteries of the Holy
Rosary quiz is October 21st. You will need to
know the names of the mysteries and match them
to their description. The Mysteries of the Holy
Rosary test is October 30th. Students will need
to know the descriptions of the mysteries and
match them to the mystery name. Although I am
only requiring two hour of community service
this trimester, I will be raising that requirement
in the 2nd trimester to five hours for 5th graders
and 6 hours for 6th graders.

Mrs. McCullough-7th/8th: Next week will be full
of activities. On Monday, the school will
celebrate St. Francis of Assisi with the blessing
of the animals. On Tuesday, the school will hold
our annual Living Rosary. In History, the Japan
test will go home Tuesday and be due the
following Tuesday. We will begin planning the
Noh play as well. Students should bring anything
they have/want to use to decorate a mask for the
play on Wednesday. We will have at least 3-4
days in class to prepare for the play. I hope to
have the plays presented on Tuesday, Oct. 14th.
The final Summary Essay is due Wed., Oct. 8th
and the articles being summarized must be
turned in as well. On Oct. 9th, the Fire
Department will come and teach us to use fire
extinguishers- a fun event for the students!



Recognition/Review

Mrs. Hodges-PS/PK: This week was very
exciting for us. Our class received an awesome
donation from the Wrysinski family, in the form
of a new play structure for our playground. Not
only was the new play structure a surprise, but
the way it arrived was even better! My friend
Steve McCullough brought in his crane. He lifted
our old slide out of the playground, then
deposited our new play structure in its spot. It
was fascinating and exciting to watch! So a very
big thank you to Mr. McCullough, and Mr. and
Mrs. Wrysinski for all of their hard work and
generosity. We appreciate you so much!

Mrs. Ramirez-2nd/3rd Math: Congratulations to
Allison Trayham for earning 100% on the 3rd

grade Ch.2 Math quiz, earning 90% and above
Julian Tirado, Jesse Medina, Alberto Leos, Elle
Farias, Kaytee Dahlstrom, and Joseph Davis.
Also congratulations to Gabrielle Theriault for
earning above 95% on her Ch. 2 Math test.
Way to go!!

Ms. Arias-3rd/4th: Congratulations Laura
Anderson for achieving your AR goal!! Unit 3
Vocabulary Aces are: Elle Faris, Patricia
Castillo, Jessica Deniz, and Michael Harris who
all earned perfect scores! 90% and above: Rosita
Diaz, Damian Meraz, Laura Anderson, JC
Duran, Abigail Maciel, and Naomi Silva. Way to
go class on Grammar quiz. 100%s: Elle Faris,
Laura Anderson, Patricia Castillo, Georgia
Guinn, and Damian Reville. 90% and above:
Noah Alvarez, Kaytee Dahlstrom, Rosita Diaz,
Eleanor Jewett, Alberto Leos, Jesse Medina,
Damian Meraz, Julian Tirado, Allison
Traynham, Jessica Deniz, JC Duran, Michael
Harris, Abigail Maciel, Liliana Rodriguez, and
Naomi Silva. I am proud to say that our class
mastered The Lord’s Prayer test! Our class
average was 95%! Fantastic job!! I would like to
thank all of our parents for taking the time to
meet with me to so that we can continue to work
together in building your child’s faith formation
and academic goals. Happy Birthday Damian
Meraz and Georgia Guinn!!

Mrs. Farrell-5th/6th: Congratulations class! The
class average for the Hail, Holy Queen test was
95.4% (that’s up from the 77.6% average we got
on the quiz)! Remember to STUDY the
Memorare and the Mysteries of the Holy Rosary
this month. This week we learned about the
amazing messengers for God, the Archangels
Sts. Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael. We also
learned about St. Therese of Lisieux, the Little
Flower. Like Therese, students made a prayer to
Jesus, promising to do small acts of love for the
glory of God. Our “little flowers” are on our
prayer table and serve as a daily reminder to do
everything, even the little things, for love of
God. “Miss no single opportunity of making
some small sacrifice, here by a smiling look,
there by a kindly word; always doing the
smallest right and doing it all for love.” – St.
Therese

Mrs. McCullough-7th/8th: I would like to thank
each and every 7/8th grade family for taking
time to meet with me this week during
conferences. This class is an amazing group and
it means a lot to me to be able to share with each
family what I witness each of your children
doing and becoming. I would also like to
congratulate Sophia Stocks and Christian Reyna
for earning our first student of the month award
for demonstrating the gift of Wisdom. In
October, we will focus on the gift of
Understanding. In the classroom this week we
held an introduction to the DARE program. This
is a 10 week program for 1 day each week.
Students will have discussion and homework to
complete. This will be part of our Religion
assignments, as students will learn ways to make
good moral choices. In our War Lords of Japan,
the map is filling with armies. Unfortunately for
Shikoku, two armies were lost when Edo
attacked. As the armies spread across Japan,
tension is building and another attack is looming,
but which clan will earn the title of Shogan?

“It’s nice to be important but it’s

more important to be nice.”



Parent Executive Board Meeting Agenda

Our Lady of Lourdes

September 25, 2014

I. Prayer – Mrs. Genera

II. Review Minutes – accepted

III. Report Officers

A. President – Gretchen

B. Secretary – Jennifer D.

C. Treasurer – Blanca - Cookie dough profit is up this year. New ribbons were bought

for the Jog-A-Thon.

D. Fundraising Coordinator – Norma

E. Social Activities – Jennifer T. – Parents will be needed to volunteer for the Trunk or

Treat; sign-ups coming soon.

IV. Old Business

A. Cookie Dough Sales

B. Pheasant Festival – Chair meeting to discuss set-up.

V. New Business/Upcoming Fundraisers & Events

A. Trunk or Treat – posted in Newsletter.

B. Carnita Dinner – tickets have been sent to parents.

C. Wreath Sale

D. Christmas Sees

E. Believe Gift – orders go home Friday October 3rd .

F. Steven’s Farm House – only does cookie dough.

G. Student Council – possibly have jeans for $1 every Friday to help raise funds.

VI. Next Parent Board Meeting

A. October 9, 2014 – all parents are welcome

B. Agenda Items










