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Newsletter of February 27, 2015

Dates to Remember:
Tuesday, March 3rd- Crab Feed tickets due

Please turn in all sold and unsold tickets
Report cards go home

Wednesday, March 4th - 2 m dismissal
Thursday, March 5th - Mass 9 am
Friday, March 6th - 12 pm dismissal

Stations of the Cross - 8:20 am - outside
Jeans for a Buck/Spirit Shirt Day
Crab Feed 5:30 to 8:00 pm

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Dear Parents,

Lent may share the liturgical color purple
with Advent, but it is very different: there are no
greeting cards for Lent, no colored lights, no
fictional character riding reindeer-pulled sleighs.
Lent is a season for serious contemplation about
our spiritual lives. Lent is a season for change.

We are asked to fast and sacrifice as
reminders of Jesus’ suffering and death on the
cross. We are further urged to give more of our
time and treasure to the poor and needy.
Following these three pillars of our Lenten
devotion - prayer, fasting and almsgiving- will
open our hearts to the changes - maybe even
transformations - of our spiritual lives as we
prepare to celebrate the Resurrection of the Lord

on Easter Sunday.
Lent is a time to

examine our faults, our
failures, our sins. Where can
we improve? How can we
avoid sin and do good? These
and other questions can

prepare us for the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
Lent is the ideal time to confess our sins, show true
remorse and make the changes in our lives that help
us grow closer to God.

So take some time to set goals for your
Lenten journey if you have not already done so.
Choosing practical and doable goals is the best way
to avoid setting the bar too high and being
disappointed. Five minutes of prayer a day is
probably a more realistic option for most of us than
a nine-day novena or a trip to Lourdes. Whatever

Attachments:
Second Report regarding Parent/Student
Surveys
SAC Meeting minutes of Feb. 17th

Parent Club Meeting minutes of Feb. 12th

Lenten Regulations
Crab Feed Flyer
Open House Flyer
Special Events -NEDA Feeding Hope Flyer

Upcoming Dates:
March 9th - Easter See’s goes home
March 12th - PTC 8 am
March 14th & 15th - Open House
March 18th & 19th- Our Lady of Fatima visits
our parish and our school Mass on the 19th

March 23rd - 25th -Kindergarten Registration
March 30th - Spring pictures
April 24th - Jog a thon
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
you decide to do or are doing, do it with love,
enthusiasm and an eye toward letting the Holy
Spirit work within your heart.

Please see the attached Lenten
Regulations and Admonitions that were in our
Church bulletin for a more detailed description of
Fast and Abstinence, Prayer, and Almsgiving - the
three pillars of our Lenten journey.

Let us pray for our students as they learn
not only about Lent and the sacrifices that Jesus
made for us, but also about another one the gifts of
the Holy Spirit during March - Fear of the Lord
(Wonder and Awe).

Yours in Christ,

Barbara Genera

1. Crab Feed - March 6th

Please return all sold and unsold tickets
by Tuesday, March 3rd. We
need an estimated count to
order our crab.

We also need more
families to make dessert for us



for that night. We also need some specialty
cakes for our Auction. If you can make dessert
for the dinner please give the office a call. If you
can make or know of someone else who can
make a specialty cake or pie for the auction,
please contact John Ascencion or the school
office.

2. Lunch Charges
We have an abundant amount of lunch

charges this week. Please send money with your
child each day they are having lunch or come in
and purchase a lunch ticket.

3. Pennies for Patients
Thank you to all of our students who

supported the Pennies for Patients project. This
project is a donation toward
the Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society. The students
earned $338.43 to help in the
research and treatment for
Leukemia patients.

4. World Finest Candy Sale-

Money Now Due
We still have a number of families who

have not yet paid for their World’s Finest Candy.
It is now too late to return candy so you must
pay for the candy. Please make sure payment is
made on Monday, March 2nd. Payments not
received by the 2nd will be added to your next
FACTS payment

5. Open House – Information

 March 14th – 6 to 7 pm

 March 15th – 11am to 12 pm

 5th/6th participate on the 14th Mass at 5
pm

 7th/8th participate on the 15th Mass at 10
am

 3rd/4th and all others to participate in the
choir on the day of their attendance

 Science Fair in Fr. Doner Room

 All classrooms open

 5th – 8th grade families bring 4 dozen
dessert items each for refreshments
during Open House - bring Friday,
Saturday evening or Sunday morning

6. Heifer Project
Lent is a time when many Christians

prepare for Easter by observing a period of
fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual
discipline. This year, as a school wide Lenten
project, we will be participating in Heifer
International. This project allows us as a school
to raise funds to help bring hope, dignity and
self-reliance to families and communities
worldwide. Typically, donations are collected in
each classroom where the class can choose what
they would like to have purchased and at the end
donations are pooled together to meet those
goals. Please help us this Lenten season.

7. Day Care

 Full day care for 2 ½ to 5 year old
students to begin June 1st

 Option of 2 – 3- 5 days
 Option of AM or all day
 Subsidized day care available for

families that qualify beginning July 1
 Full 12 month calendar

8. Summer Program
We will send out

signup sheets and
registration forms the week
of March 16th so we can
start planning the summer.

9. Lifesavers Club
Our Lifesavers Club will be hosting a

"LIFE" Day on Tuesday, March 17th, which is
St. Patrick's Day. It will include colorful free
dress, a "Celebrate Life" rally, a bake sale at
morning recess, and pin-ons for sale too. Please
stay tuned for more details!

“Go and learn the meaning of the

words: It is mercy I desire, not

sacrifice.” Matthew 9:13



10. FACTS Tuition Aid Applications
All families requesting tuition

assistance will need to apply for assistance
through FACTS this year. Parents must obtain
all forms online. There will not be any paper
forms in the office. No one will receive
assistance unless the proper forms are filed
with FACTS. 2014 taxes must be complete
before applications can be processed. There is a
$30.00 application fee. Everything can be done
online except for the sending of the tax forms.

There is only $75,000.00 available for
assistance. Families must qualify to receive
assistance. Please be prompt in filing if you
believe that you will qualify for financial
assistance. Assistance is only for students in
Kindergarten through 8th grade. Assistance is
not available for preschool or prekindergarten.
You may now apply start applying for tuition
assistance. Just go to the FACTS button on our
web page and follow the prompts for applying
for tuition assistance. It is already set up.

Preview

Mrs. Hodges-PS/PK: Thank you to all of our
snack parents this week. Our student population
has grown! We will need snacks and drink for 10
students daily now.

Mrs. Walsh-K: We begin our third trimester next
week. Students will begin to have a word family
list each week and take a "spelling test" on
Friday. There will be directions for you on
Monday in your child's folder.

Mrs. Croghan-1st/2nd: The class will begin a
unit on plants and animals. The green study
guide will go home next Friday! First grade has
done fantastic on the first section of the money
unit. Next week we step it up a notch and they
will need to ‘count on’ using quarters, dimes,
nickels, and pennies. Students will also need to
be able to make a certain amount of money using
different combinations of coins.

Mrs. Walsh-2nd: We begin our third trimester
next week. The new goal for AR is 14 points.

Mrs. Ramirez-2nd/3rd Math: Next week on
Friday, March 6 the third graders will be having
a math test on ch.8. The test will on plane
figures, line, segments angles, classifying
triangles and area. Second graders will continue

to learn about congruent figures, perimeter and
pictographs.
Ms. Arias-3rd/4th: We will continue on next week
with Unit 12 in Vocabulary with week two’s
assignments. Monday: chart; Tuesday: 5 times in
cursive; Wednesday: Synonym/Antonym page in
book; Thursday: Complete the Sentence page in
book; Friday: definitions “chart” test. The new
AR goal for our next trimester will be 16 points.
Please make sure that your child spends time
reading, on a daily basis, at home. Math 4 will be
having a test on fractions on Wednesday, March
4th. Mission replicas will be due in on Friday,
March 13th. Don’t forget that we officially begin
the Third Trimester on Monday!!

Mrs. Farrell-5th/6th: Report cards will be going
home next Tuesday! Remember that the final
draft of the Science Fair Project Report is due
next Wednesday, March 4th and the completed
backboards are due on the 10th. We will begin a
new science chapter and a new history chapter
next week: The Sun-Earth-Moon System and
The Ancient Greeks, respectively. Be ready for
vocabulary tests on these chapters in the second
week of March. Students will work on our 3-
column vocabulary notes in class next week.

Mrs. McCullough-7th/8th: Next week is a fresh
start with the beginning of 3rd trimester.
Tuesday: Report cards go home and slips need to
be returned the next day; we will also have the
Chpt 19 Religion test. Wed: the final report for
the Science Fair Project is due. A big score to
start off 3rd trimester- please give it the attention
it deserves. Thurs: 8th grade will have the chpt 9
Alg. Test. Study! It math itself is easy, but there
are a lot of steps that will increase the likelihood
of a silly mistake. Friday: Science test on 9.3
Acid and Bases.

Recognition/Review

Mrs. Hodges-PS/PK: We had a very fun week
this week. We learned a lot about our 5 senses.
We topped that off with using our 5 senses to
discover Pancakes on Thursday! Friday was a
special day full of celebrating Dr. Seuss. Our
letter next week will be “Uu,” we will be
learning about frogs, and we'll begin making our
spring kites that decorate our classroom! Please
be sure to practice letter recognition and letter
sounds with your child. Kindergarten screening
is coming up toward the end of March, and we
want to be sure they are ready!



Mrs. Walsh-K: We had wonderful success with
our radish experiment and transplanted the
seedlings to soil. We are now attempting to grow
beans on a moist plate. Hopefully we don't grow
mold again by mistake! We are also trying
bigger "greenhouses" with a variety of seeds on
the window to see what grows the fastest. Will it
be the sunflower seeds, green beans, or peas?

Mrs. Croghan-1st/2nd: Almost 50% of the First
and Second graders earned 90 to 100% on the
Social Studies Test, Ways of
Living. Congratulations to Abigail Cross, David
Garcia, Octavio Garcia, Gabrielle Theriault,
Anthony Anderson, Jaylene Chavez, Aiden
Claridge, and Emerson Faris. Sixty percent of
the classroom earned 90 to 100% on the Morning
Offering Test. Congratulations to Gaven
Recendez, Nicko Meza, Nathan Meza, Henry
Jewett, Aiden Claridge, Anthony Anderson,
Gabrielle Theriault, Gabriella Sandoval, Mya
Rodriguez, Daniel Mata, and Abigail Cross!

Mrs. Walsh-2nd: The students have enjoyed our
literature unit on Amelia Bedelia. We have been
studying cause and effect.

Mrs. Ramirez-2nd/3rd Math: Congratulations to
Abigail Cross, Gabriela Sandoval and Gabbi
Theriault in second grade for earning 100% on
the ch.8 math test. Also, congratulations to
David Gomez for passing his math facts,
awesome job!!

Ms. Arias-3rd/4th: We have officially wrapped up
another trimester!! Congratulations to Jesse
Medina for earning his AR goal!! Great job class
on the singular and plural possessive noun quiz!
Perfect scores were earned by: Laura Anderson
and JC Duran with Noah Alvarez, Damian
Meraz, Patricia Castillo, and Georgia Guinn in
with 98%s! 90% and above: Sarah Harper, Jesse
Medina, Allison Traynham, Nicole Carrere,
Jessica Deniz, Michael Harris, Abigail Maciel,
Damian Reville, Naomi Silva, and Asa Smith.
Way to go!! Awesome job on the book report
presentations this week!

Mrs. Farrell-5th/6th: This week was filled with
trimester-end deadlines. However, we ended the
week with a fun Read the Most - Coast to
Coast Accelerated Reader nationwide event. We
spent the afternoon reading, reading, and reading
along with schools from all over the country! We
presented our book reports to the class this week,
as well. Students asked each other great

questions about their books. 5th and 6th graders
led the Stations of the Cross this morning; lent is
continuing to be a time filled with prayer,
fasting, and almsgiving.

Mrs. McCullough-7th/8th: Thank you to our SF
drivers! It was great to make a day of our science
learning. This week went fast and was quite
busy, but the students did well. Please stop by on
Open House to see all the 1001 Arabian Nights
activities created and turned in. The kids did a
really good job capturing the stories. The science
report drafts are looking good. Please read over
them and check for proper grammar- just
because this is science doesn't mean you can
slack on the writing formalities. The 7th grade
Math quiz went well. Mary Pat Peterson and
Raymon Duran scored 100%. The u12 Vocab
test was awesome- the class average was an A.
Only 2 more units left.

” A friend is one who is there to

care”





Our Lady of Lourdes School

Report of Parent Survey Findings

Second Report - Feb. 27, 2015

Improvements at least one or more parents suggested. Also, in the newsletter of Feb. 13,

2015

*What improvement would you like to see for the school?Responses that were

repeated more than once were in regards to:

Technology, computers

Science labs

Math teacher for each grade

Healthy lunches

More Physical Education - 3 or more days

Band, music, choir, art

Spanish/foreign language

Bathrooms updated

Accomplishments

 Working on a technology plan that will be submitted to the diocese by the

end of March to receive $15,000 from the diocese for technology

improvements. The technology plan will include how we will spend the

$15,000. If any parent wants to be part of the technology plan or has any

suggestions of how we should spend the money, please contact Mrs. Genera

 Mr. Silva began teaching another day of PE. It will be every Wednesday -

alternating grades. This Wed. it was 1st/2nd and next Wed. it will be 7th/8th.

 After contacting other schools in regards to sports, we have now offered

boys volleyball to the 7th/8th grade boys - starts on Monday, March 2nd.

 Ordered the parts needed for our outdoor drinking fountain

 Mrs. Genera is now working on the budget for next school year. The budget

does include a separate math teacher for all grades.

Help Needed from Parents

 Do you know of someone who could teach music (choir) to our students for

about 4 hours a week?

 Do you know of someone who could teach art 3 to 4 hours a week?

 Volunteers to work with the classroom teacher to prepare a science lab at

least once every other week



Our Lady of Lourdes School
741 Ware Ave.

Colusa, CA 95932

Advisory Commission Minutes
Tuesday, February 17, 2015

Attendance: Blanca Dahlstrom, Greg Maciel, Colleen Wrysinski, Gretchen Carrere, Brooke
Reading, John Ascencion, Ramon Silva, Christine Walsh, and Barbara Genera

I. Prayer - lead by Barbara

II. Routine Matters
A. Approval of Minutes - approved with a name change
B. Approval of Agenda - added F. Contracts to New Business
C. Chairperson’s Remarks - students seemed to really like the Bring a Friend to School Day
D. Calendar Events - Feb./March calendar - review of staff Feb. and March calendar. Also made

Sac aware of the Lady of Fatima visiting the Parish and possibly the school Mass on March 18th and 19th.
Will be teaching the students about the Lady of Fatima. Mrs. Genera will also be gone 4 days in March to
chair an accreditation team in Spokane.

III. Reports
A. Principal’s

1. Budget Report - income is at 67% and expenses at 64%. Budget will be very tight this
year - with still with a deficit

2. Annual Fund Report - no changes from last month
3. Parent Club Budget Report - pie sale was up from last year. Still need to pay for

World’s Finest.
4. Accreditation Report - teachers have finished several sections of the self-study and

should be finished by the end of this school year with only minor updates next school year

IV. Standing Committee Reports -
A Development – Colleen Wrysinski - nothing to report
B. Community Relations/Marketing & Recruitment – Blanca Dahlstrom - discussion of post cards

we hope to send out before Open House in March, graduates presently in Colusa High to visit the school
and talk with 5th - 8th grade students, Open House flyers in bulletin in English and Spanish, Mandatory
meeting for 5th through 7th grade parents in April

C. Facilities – Jose Medina - absent
D. Mission Effectiveness – Barbara Genera - nothing to report
E. Parent Engagement – Gretchen Carrere - golf tournament on April 17th in Arbuckle - Don

Traynham and Nick Reading to chair, valentine making party went well students made cards for Senior
home,

V. Old Business
A. Review of Catholic Schools Week -PJ and Sports Day a favorite, suggestion of more fun free

dress days, possibly change Family Feud - get student input for any changes
B. Review of Bring a Friend to School Day - went well, even though most students will not attend

O.L.L. it will at least geting our name out there and could possible cause a ripple effect. Kids were very
excited - had a great time. We need to be more specific next year in who can attend- no high school
students as friends.

VI. New Business
A. Calendar for 2015-16 - suggestion by board to start a week before Colusa Unified on Aug. 12th

- excellent idea allowing for more options for days off. Students must be in class 180 days - if we follow
Colusa’s start date we can’t comply to that regulation



B. Tuition for 2015-16 - reviewed rates - Kindergarten will be the same rate as first child - this
will include extended until as long as the student stays. First child will be $4000 for the year or $400 for
the month for 10 months. Extended rates will change dramatically - there will be no drop ins - all must
pay a monthly fee who think they will be using extended. 20 to 30 bills must be sent out monthly and want
to stop this.

C. Full Day Care for PS/PK - discussion of the fee structure. We start the fee structure at $500
per month for full day instead of the $550. Will also ned to make a yearly calendar so parents know what
days day care will be closed. This would include one week in the summer, major holidays, and a week
maybe around Christmas
` D. Summer Program - short discussion of summer program - hopefully we will have enough to
have the program

E. Open House - reviewed Open House - how we will work it with staff and expectations from the
staff

VII. Agenda Items for March - none given

VIII. Adjournment
A. Next meeting - March 19th - 6 pm



Parent Executive Board Meeting Minutes

Our Lady of Lourdes

February 12, 2015

I. Prayer –

II. Review Minutes – accepted

III. Report Officers

a. President - Gretchen

b. Secretary - Jennifer D.

c. Treasurer – Blanca

d. Fundraising Coordinator – Norma

e. Social Activities – Jennifer T. –

IV. Old Business

a. Golf Tournament – April 17th @ Arbuckle Golf Course

b. World’s Finest Candy –

c. Valentine Card Making – February 11th. 35 cards were made to deliver to Valley

West. Thank you for those families that were able to attend!!

d. Spaghetti Dinner –

e. Staff Luncheon – Teachers were happy

f. Candles –

g. Farm Show Pie Sale – Pie sale was successful. The cookies were a great idea. The

advertisement in the Farm Show Publication was a great promotional idea.

V. New Business

a. Crab Feed – March 6th

b. Easter See’s – Forms will be sent home March 9th

c. New/Fun Ideas

VI. Next Parent Board Meeting – February 26th at 8 am – all parents are welcome










