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Newsletter of February 13, 2015

Dates to Remember:
Monday, Feb. 16th - School Holiday -

President’s Day
Tuesday, Feb. 17th - Mardi Gras Celebration

Bring a Friend Day
Rally 10:15 am
Yankee Candle orders due
World’s Finest Candy money due
SAC meeting 6 pm - Room 4

Wednesday, Feb. 18th - Ash Wed. Mass 9 am
Heifer Project begins
2 pm dismissal

Friday, Feb. 20th - Jeans for a Buck
12 pm dismissal

Saturday, Feb. 21st - Diocesan Fired Up
for 7th/8th students

Sunday, Feb. 22nd - Family Liturgy 10 am

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Dear Parents,

On Wednesday, Feb. 18th, we begin the
season of Lent with Ash Wednesday, but the day
before Lent is Mardi Gras which we will celebrate
with our invited friends. Here is some background
information on the Mardi Gras celebration.

The name Carnival comes from the Latin
words for “farewell to the flesh,” or perhaps it can
be translated “putting meat aside.” Carnival is the
feast before the fast. This oddball season lasts,
according to tradition, from Epiphany to the day
before Ash Wednesday – called Mardi Gras or
Shrove Tuesday or “Ash Eve.”

Thanks to the English Puritans, who
banned liturgical festivals, most people in the
United States do not keep Carnival. But it’s a
Catholic thing to do! Carnival marks the time
between two liturgical seasons, Christmastime and
Lent.

Shrove Tuesday is the English name for
Mardi Gras – from the word “shrive,” meaning “to
be forgiven.” A nearly universal Carnival
tradition is the seeking of forgiveness, regarded as
the only way to enter properly into Lent. Before
we can seek God’s forgiveness we first turn toward
one another.

Attachments:
Day Care Survey
Summer Program Survey
Measles, Mumps, Rubella Info
WCEA Parent Survey Summary

Upcoming Dates:
Thurs, Feb. 26th - Parent Club 8 am
Fri. March 6th - Crab Feed
March 14th & 15th - Open House
March 23rd - 25th -Kindergarten Registration
March 30th - Spring pictures
April 24th - Jog a thon
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

In this tradition we will be celebrating
Mardi Gras on Tuesday, Feb.17th. Students can
wear colorful outfits
befitting of a carnival.
They can wear hats, beads,
etc. Since this is also
sometimes called “Fat
Tuesday” it’s a great time
to eat all that stuff that is forbidden during Lent.

Remember that the day after Mardi Gras
we enter the Church season of Lent with our Ash
Wed. Mass. Here is a Lenten Tip from Zacchaeus
to help you prepare.

Passing through Jericho on his way to
Jerusalem, Jesus came upon a sight that caught his
attention. When something catches our Lord’s
attention, it is always worth a closer look.

Zacchaeus, the chief tax collector in the
rather large town of Jericho, and therefore a
wealthy man, had climbed up a tree to get a good
look at Jesus. We are not told why he wanted to
see Jesus, although stories of the traveling teacher’s

miracles must have spread
far and wide. In any
case, Zacchaeus was
willing to “go out on a
limb” and risk looking a
little foolish to see Jesus.



Lent is a great time for us to make an
effort to know Jesus better. We might look a little
foolish with ashes on our foreheads or foregoing
that bit of desert, but think of how Jesus
responded to Zacchaeus: “Come down quickly, for
today I must stay at your house.” Seeing
Zacchaeus’ effort, Jesus wanted more intimacy.

The Jericho crowd didn’t approve of these
developments, so we should not expect that
everyone will appreciate our Lenten observances.
And, after all, prayer, fasting and almsgiving in
themselves cannot do us much good, just as
Zacchaeus’ tree-climbing could get him only so far.
But once Jesus moves in and grace takes over, look
what happens: Zacchaeus repents, takes action to
repair what he has done wrong and Jesus say,
“Salvation has come to (his) house.”

This Lent, let us do what we can to get
to know Jesus better. He will take notice and
come to dwell withn us.

Please continue to pray for our children
as they grown in piety (Godliness) through the
month of February.

Yours in Christ,

Barbara Genera

1. Bring a Friend to School Day -

This Wednesday - Feb. 17th

Make sure the Day Use Emergency
Form is filled out by the parent of each guest.
Here is the dress up colors, etc.
for the day. Please dress as close
to this as possible and make sure
all the guest know too. They can
also wear hats and beads.

Kindergarten - Princess and the Frog
First/Second - Green
Third/Fourth - Purple
Fifth/Sixth - Gold
Seventh/Eighth - New Orleans Saints

2. Yankee Candle Orders -due

Monday- Feb. 17th

Don’t forget to try to
sell some items from the
Yankee candle packet that was
sent home. Candles make

perfect gifts for Easter and Mother’s Day. Orders due
Feb. 17th.

3. World Finest Candy Sale-

Money due Feb. 17th.
Please start turning in your money.

Please return all money by Feb. 17. If you
would like to take more boxes and have an
extended selling time, please contact the school
office. We have a few Variety and Crisp boxes.

4. Heifer Project
Lent is a time when many Christians

prepare for Easter by observing a period of
fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual
discipline. This year, as a school wide Lenten
project, we will be participating in Heifer
International. This project allows us as a school
to raise funds to help bring hope, dignity and
self-reliance to families and communities
worldwide. Typically, donations are collected in
each classroom where the class can choose what
they would like to have purchased and at the end
donations are pooled together to meet those
goals. Please help us this Lenten season.

5. Crab Feed - March 6th

Please try to sell your tickets and more
if possible. The tickets are $45.00 each due to
the increase in the price of Crab. We sent two
adult tickets home with all
families. If you need more
tickets, please come by the
school office or call and we
will send them out. Even if
you have already met your
commitment for fundraising,
we need everyone’s help in selling the tickets.
Our fundraising is what helps keep the cost of
our tuition below our neighboring Catholic
schools.

We do have children’s tickets this year
as well. These tickets are for $20.00 and are for
children 10 and under. We did not send these
tickets home. You may come by the school
office to purchase children’s tickets or you may
purchase them at the door.

If you do not intend to sell or purchase
your tickets please return them to the office
immediately. Others are looking for more
tickets.

If you would like a poster to place
somewhere in the county, please come by the
school office.



“Cry out with joy and gladness, for

among you is the great and Holy One

of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6

6. Pie Sale
We would like to thank our chairs,

those who worked at the pie sale, and to all those
who baked for our pie sale. It was a success.
We came very close to making $2,000. This is
up about $400 from last year.

7. Open House
We would like to give you a preview to

our Open House. This year it will be on a week-
end. The Open House will be on Saturday,
March 14th and Sunday, March 15th. The staff
will divide themselves so that half will be here
on Saturday and half on Sunday.

The 5th/6th will do the readings on
Saturday evening and the 7th/8th will do the
readings on Sunday. Hopefully we will have
enough other students in attendance from the
3rd/4th and other grades for our choir on both
days.

The Open House on Saturday will be
immediately after Mass from 6 to 7 pm and on
Sunday after Mass from 11am to 12 pm. All the
rooms will be open and the Science Fair will be
set up in Father Doner Room.

We will be asking all families in 5th

through 8th grade to bring dessert items for
refreshments following both Masses.

8. Day Care/Summer Program
The school is considering changing our

Preschool/Prekindergarten program to a full day,
five day a week program to better serve the
needs of our parents and our community in
general. The program will be open to children

starting at 2 ½ years and are
fully potty trained.
Subsidized day care will be
available for children in our
program beginning July 1,

2015. We are planning to start the program as of
June 1, 2015.

We are hoping to offer a summer
program this school year
for our Kindergarten
through current 8th grade
students. This program
would be available all
summer long except for

fair week and the week before school starts.
We need to see first if there is enough

interest in the program so that we can start
advertising and prepare for staffing. Please fill
out and return the attached surveys of interest.

9. Parent Surveys
We would like to thank all of our

parents for completing the parent surveys which
we needed to do for our accreditation process
next year. We had a 95% return - with only
three families in K through 8th not responding.
Attached to this newsletter is a short summary of
what especially interested the staff and the
parents who helped tally the responses.

10. Cradle of Hope Project

The OLL Lifesavers Club is starting a
new project. It is called Cradle of Hope. We
have a port-a-crib at the church that we are trying
to fill with gifts for an unborn child. We also
have a play pen at the school we are hoping to
fill. Brand new bottles, formula, onesies,
pacifiers, diapers, etc. may help make a
difference for a baby’s future.

A special thank you to everyone that
has remembered our project in their hearts. We
will be collecting items for a baby up until
Sunday, February 22nd, at Family Liturgy.

Thank you and God bless!

11. Lifesavers Club
Our Lifesavers Club will be hosting a

"LIFE" Day on Tuesday, March 17th, which is
St. Patrick's Day. It will include colorful free
dress, a "Celebrate Life" rally, a bake sale at
morning recess, and pin-ons for sale too. Please
stay tuned for more details!

”Most smiles are started by

another smile”



Preview

Mrs. Hodges-PS/PK: Next week our focus letter
will be “Bb,” we will continue our writing
practice, and we will be learning about some of
our first Presidents. Don't forget that Monday is
President’s Day and there will be no school!
Have a great weekend!!

Mrs. Walsh-K: Please don't forget our fun Mardi
Gras/Bring-a-Friend to school day on Tuesday.
Our class will be dressing up with the theme
"Princess and the Frog" in honor of New Orleans
for Mardi Gras.

Mrs. Croghan-1st/2nd: Many students did not
make cards for the last three items on the Social
Studies ‘Ways of Living’ guide. These are
important as students will need to write out the
answers to questions regarding them. Students
may resubmit the cards by Tuesday, February
10th for more points.

Important Dates:
First Grade Math Test Friday, February 20th.
2/26 Ways of Living Test
Morning Offering Test Continues. Students will
be able to retest up until February 20th.

Mrs. Walsh-2nd: We only have 3 days of school
next week, so we will not have any homework.
We will resume the following week.

Mrs. Ramirez-2nd/3rd Math: 2nd grade will be
having a math test on chapter 8 on Wednesday,
February 18. The test will cover units of
measure 3rd grade please continue to study daily
your multiplication flashcards daily.

Ms. Arias-3rd/4th: No school on Monday! I look
forward to meeting everyone’s friend on
Tuesday, February 17th on “Bring a Friend to
School Day.” We will have a fun-filled day full
of Mardi Gras activities and treats. Lent will
begin the day after with our Ash Wednesday
Mass. Please make sure to further discuss with
your child what their Lent goal will be this year.
It’s also a great time to select a family Lent goal.
The Second Trimester book report vest project is
due in on Wednesday, February 18th. In lieu of a
three day weekend, Mardi Gras/Bring a Friend to
School on Tuesday, and a book report due on
Wednesday, we will begin our new unit in
vocabulary the following week. No vocabulary
homework next week! Hope everyone has a

Happy Valentine’s Day and a restful three day
weekend!

Mrs. Farrell-5th/6th: No school on Monday!
Enjoy your holiday weekend. Remember that
5th and 6th graders are wearing GOLD next
Tuesday for Mardi Gras. Because of Mardi
Gras/Friend Day, I am postponing the math test
for one day. It will now be on Wednesday,
18th instead of Tuesday 17th. Remember: area
and volume formulas. Don’t forget about: Mass
Reflection, SLE Competent Learners project,
Book Report, Community Service, and we will
be having a science ch. 17 and history ch. 10 test
before the end of the trimester (the week of 23rd-
27th). Keep working away at those science
projects!

Recognition/Review

Mrs. Hodges-PS/PK: This was a fun week! We
had an awesome time on Tuesday for Vincent's
birthday. A wonderful lady from Folsom brought
some amazing animals for us to interact with.
We celebrated Valentine’s Day on Thursday and
Friday with all of our friends. Thank you to our
parents for providing the delicious treats we
enjoyed!

Mrs. Walsh-K: Thank you for all of the
valentines and treats! Enjoy your 3 day
weekend!

Mrs. Croghan-1st/2nd: Congratulations to Abigail
Cross, Octavio Garcia, David Gomez, Julian
Mendiola, Mya Rodriguez, Gabrielle Theriault,
Anthony Anderson, Aiden Claridge, Emerson
Faris, and Henry Jewett for earning between
90% and 100% on the Religion Mass Test. Very
good job to all!

Mrs. Walsh-2nd: Thank you for all of the
valentines and treats 2nd grade! Enjoy your 3
day weekend.

Mrs. Ramirez-2nd/3rd Math: 2nd grade has been
working on units of measure centimeters, inches,
pounds, ounces, kilograms, pints, liters, and
quarts. 3rd grade has been working on plane
figures, lines, segments, and rays, angles,
classifying triangles using angles and classifying
triangles sides.



Ms. Arias-3rd/4th: I would like to congratulate
the class on an awesome job on the California
Mission reports! I have enjoyed reading all of the
interesting facts and history that you found
during your research. I am also pleased to report
that many students have already visited their
missions! Wow! Your first-hand knowledge
really came through in your reports! Thank you
for all of your hard work and dedication! Our
Unit 11 Spelling Aces are: Joseph Davis, Elle
Faris, Sarah Harper, Alberto Leos, Nickolas
Mata, Jesse Medina, Damian Meraz, Julian
Tirado, Cami Toscano, Laura Anderson, Nicole
Carrere, Patricia Castillo, Jessica Deniz, JC
Duran, Georgia Guinn, Michael Harris, Abigail
Maciel, Damian Reville, Liliana Rodriguez, and
Asa Smith. 90% and above: Rosita Diaz, Eleanor
Jewett, Allison Traynham, and Naomi Silva. I
would like to thank everyone who brought in
treats for our Valentine’s Day celebration. It was
a great day had by all!

Mrs. Farrell-5th/6th: Great job class on our
religion quiz this week; the class average was
81.9% with 90% scores and higher earned by
Timothy Walsh, Lily Woodring, Gracie Tirado,
Raymon Duran, Frances Peterson, Renee
Wrysinski, and Casey Medina. The class earned
a class average of 87% on the science chapter 17
vocab test, congrats! There were too many
perfect scores to list them all! Whoo! We are
almost finished with our history chapter covering
the history of the Israelites and
Judaism/Christianity. Students have particularly
enjoyed this chapter because we are re-visiting
many familiar bible stories in their historical
context (Abraham, Moses, King Solomon, David
and Goliath, to name a few). We are also
finishing up our ocean motion chapter in science.
We will be testing on these before the end of the
trimester. I am hoping to incorporate the Chrome
books into our in-class test review! We are about
halfway through our book, Where the Red Fern
Grows. It’s a wonderfully written book and I’m
enjoying sharing the story with the class!



Our Lady of Lourdes School

Parent Survey

Full day Preschool/Prekindergarten Day Care

Beginning June 2015

Feb. 13, 2015

Dear Parents,

We are considering implementing a full day care program as part of our

Preschool/Prekindergarten Program beginning June of 2015. We can only take children 2 ½ to 5

years and they must be potty trained. We need to see if there is an interest and if this would be

cost effective for us. Here are some of our ideas we hope to implement:

 Option of 2 days, 3 days or 5 days - for any age

 Option of 7:30 to 12:00, 7:30 to 3:00, or 7:30 to 5:30

 One cost for each - no separate PS/PK tuition from the extended tuition

 Cost for the 7:30 to 5:30 program would be $550.00 per month - no tuition assistance

available unless funding is obtained from the state

 We would provide morning and afternoon snack - parents would pack lunches for their child

 The school calendar would be adjusted so that it would not follow the school calendar -

daycare would be available during school holidays except in certain instances such as

Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, etc.

 Need a minimum of 15 students per day

 Subsidized day care through the county can be used for our program beginning July 1, 2015

If you are interested or know of someone interested please fill out the following:

Please circle the number of days you would use - 2 3 5

Which days - please list ___________________________

Please circle the hours you would use -

7:30am - 12pm 7:30am to 3 pm 7:30 am to 5:30 pm

Age of child(ren) ________________________________

Parent Name (please print)______________________________________



Our Lady of Lourdes School

Parent Survey

Summer Program 1st - 8th

Beginning June 8, 2015

Summer Program for K through 8th

We are again considering offering a summer program to run all summer long with the

exception of the fair week right after school is out and the week just before school begins. Below

is an outline of the proposed program.

 Individualized academic programs for students during the morning hours on most weeks lead

by one of our qualified teachers. Aides will also be in the classroom.

 Run extracurricular activities (art, music, science labs, physical fitness, etc.) in the

afternoon, which may include bringing in special guest leaders. There may be a small

additional fee for some activities.

 Attend off-campus activities, such as swimming, movies, or local field trips.

 Option of 2, 3, or 5 days

 Option of 7:30 am to 12:00 pm (Tuition assistance is not available for Summer School)

Academic sessions $130.00 per week or $30.00 per day

Nonacademic sessions $100.00 per week or $25.00 per week

 Option of 7:30 to 5:30 - $150.00 per week either session

 Option of attending only specialized programs

 Minimum of 15 students needed for the program to pay for itself.

Please circle the number of days you would use - 2 3 5

Which days - please list ___________________________

Please circle the hours you would use - 7:30am - 12pm 7:30 am to 5:30 pm

Please list the weeks you would use._______________________________________

Grade of child(ren) ________________________________

Parent Name (please print)______________________________________



Measles, mumps, and rubella are serious diseases caused by 
viruses. 

All of these diseases are spread person- 
to-person through the air. They are very  
contagious.

Yes! Measles can cause pneumonia, seizures, brain damage, 
and even death. Mumps can lead to deafness, brain or spinal 
cord infection, and painful swelling of the testicles. Rubella  
can cause miscarriage or serious birth defects if a pregnant 
woman gets infected. 

Yes. These viruses are very contagious,  
so when one person gets infected, it’s  
easy for the disease to spread. These  
diseases are still common around the  
world. There have been many recent  
measles and mumps outbreaks in the 
U.S. due to infected people bringing the 
disease in from other countries.

You can protect your child from these serious diseases with 
vaccination. 

All children should get 2 doses of MMR (measles- 
mumps-rubella) vaccine starting at 1 year of age.

 Some teens may also need MMR vaccine if they 
didn’t get 2 doses when they were younger.

Measles, mumps, and rubella are serious  
diseases. . .Make sure your child is protected!

What are measles, 
mumps, and rubella?

How do you catch these 
diseases?

Are they serious?

Is my child at risk?

How can I protect my child 
from measles,  
mumps,  
and rubella?

Technical content reviewed by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

1573 Selby Avenue • Saint Paul, Minnesota • www.immunize.org
www.immunize.org/catg.d/p4314.pdf • Item #P4314 (6/13)

For other vaccine handouts in this series,  
visit www.immunize.org/vaccine-summaries

▲

For more information, visit www.vaccineinformation.org

Ask  
your child’s  

healthcare provider  
if your child is  

up to date for all  
vaccines!

http://www.immunize.org
http://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p4314.pdf
http://www.immunize.org/vaccine-summaries
http://www.immunize.org
http://www.vaccineinformation.org


El sarampión, las paperas y la rubéola son enfermedades 
graves causadas por virus. 

Todas estas enfermedades se contagian 
de una persona a otra por el aire. Son muy 
contagiosas.

¡Sí! El sarampión causa neumonía, convulsiones, daño 
cerebral y hasta la muerte. Las paperas pueden causar sordera, 
infección cerebral o de la médula espinal, y una inflamación 
dolorosa de los testículos. La rubéola puede causar abortos o 
defectos de nacimiento graves si llega 
a infectar a una mujer embarazada. 

Sí. Estos virus son muy contagiosos, 
así que cuando una persona se infecta 
es muy fácil que la enfermedad se 
transmita. Estas enfermedades siguen 
siendo comunes en el mundo. Se han 
producido muchos casos recientes de 
sarampión y paperas en los EE. UU. 
debido a personas infectadas que traen 
la enfermedad de otros países.

Puede proteger a su hijo contra estas enfermedades graves 
con la vacunación.

Todos los niños deben recibir 2 dosis de la vacuna 
MMR (sarampión-paperas-rubéola) a partir del 
primer año de edad.

 Algunos adolescentes quizás también tengan que 
recibir la vacuna MMR si no recibieron 2 dosis de 
la vacuna cuando eran más jóvenes.

El sarampión, las paperas y la rubéola son 
enfermedades graves… ¡Proteja a su hijo!

¿Qué es el sarampión, 
las paperas y la rubéola?

¿Cómo se contagian estas 
enfermedades?

¿Son graves?

¿Corre riesgo mi hijo?

¿Cómo puedo proteger a 
mi hijo del sarampión,  
las paperas y  
la rubeola?

Technical content reviewed by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

1573 Selby Avenue • Saint Paul, Minnesota • www.immunize.org
www.immunize.org/catg.d/p4314-01.pdf • Item #P4314-01 (6/13)

Si desea otros folletos de esta serie, 
visite www.immunize.org/vaccine-summaries

▲

Si desea más información, visite www.vaccineinformation.org

Pregunte  
al proveedor 

de atención médica  
de su hijo si está  

al día con sus  
vacunas.



Our Lady of Lourdes School

Report of Parent Survey Findings

*Top Reasons for sending children to O.L.L.

1. Academic Excellence (49%)

2. Catholic Values and Moral Foundation (40%)

3. Catholic Faith Formation (30%)

*Education by Subject Matter:

All subjects in the highly effective (44% avg.) or effective (48% avg.)

*Academic Demands: 84% about right

*Homework Demands: 78% about right

*My child is receiving a solid religious education in the following ways: Yes 98% avg.

*Teacher/Staff, School Environment, & School Communication: Yes 95% avg.

*How well prepared are graduates: 10 out of 11 responses - good to very well

*What do you like best about the school?

Responses that were repeated more than once were in regards to:

Academics

Staff/Teachers

Core beliefs, values, morals, faith taught

Catholic Environment

Community and family atmosphere

Small classes, attention

Discipline, personal responsibility

School Bulletins

*What improvement would you like to see for the school?

Responses that were repeated more than once were in regards to:

Technology, computers

Science labs

Math teacher for each grade

Healthy lunches

More Physical Education - 3 or more days

Band, music, choir, art

Spanish/foreign language

Bathrooms updated



*What makes this school a Catholic school?

Responses that were repeated more than once were in regards to:

Religious teachings, faith formation, Christian values, morals

Faith implemented throughout the curriculum

Mass at school, daily prayers

Educators

Student and parents involved in faith formation

What we hope to accomplish from the findings:

After reviewing not only the parent surveys, but also the student surveys we

have begun working on the following:

 Already purchased 30 chrome books for individual student use. Teachers in

all grades are just beginning to put them into the hands of students. Our

goal is to make sure all students - K through 8th are using the chrome books

at least once a week

 Starting with the 3rd Trimester Mrs. Genera will be teaching 6th grade math,

leaving only the 7th/8th with one teacher

 Mr. Silva has already discussed with Mrs. Genera the possibility of making

PE 3 days a week

 We will be working with the diocese to check to see how we can update the

bathrooms

 1st through 4th will be taking a 10 minutes afternoon recess on all non PE days

 Looking into more extracurricular sports activates for students by working

with the schools we presently play for volleyball and basketball

 Providing a new outdoor drinking fountain

Here are some items that we will need parent assistance as volunteers. We

do not have the funding this year to provide for these.

 Volunteers to work with the classroom teacher to prepare a science lab at

least once every other week

 Volunteers to teach music or art in your child’s classroom or throughout the

school once every other week

 Volunteers to cook a healthy lunch at least once per week making sure the

cost stays below the price we charge for lunch

 Volunteer coaches for more after school sports activities

Please let us know if there is any way you can help us implement some of the items

parents or students would like to see added.


