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Dates to Remember: 
Monday, March 3

rd
 - Tuition Assistance 

       Packets ready in the school office 

       Book Fair Starts - all week 

Tuesday, March 4
th

 - Mardi Gras Free Dress 

Wednesday, March 5
th

 - Ash Wednesday  

       Mass 9 am - full uniform 

       Report Cards go home 

       2 pm dismissal 

Thursday, March 6
th

 - 2
nd

 Trimester Awards 

       Assembly 10:30 am 

       Turn in sold and unsold Crab Feed tickets 

       Altar Server Training 8:30 am 

Friday, March 7
th

 - Jog-a-thon forms go home 

       Crab Feed - 5:30 to 8:00 pm    

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
Dear Parents, 
  The name Carnival comes from the Latin 
words for “farewell to the flesh,” or perhaps it can 
be translated “putting meat aside.”  Carnival is the 
feast before the fast.  This oddball season lasts, 
according to tradition, from Epiphany to the day 
before Ash Wednesday – called Mardi Gras or 
Shrove Tuesday or “Ash Eve.”  
 Thanks to the English Puritans, who 
banned liturgical festivals, most people in the 
United States do not keep Carnival.  But it’s a 
Catholic thing to do!  Carnival marks the time in 
between two liturgical seasons, Christmastime and 
Lent.   
 Shrove Tuesday is the English name for 
Mardi Gras – from the word “shrive,” meaning “to 
be forgiven.”   A nearly universal Carnival 
tradition is the seeking of forgiveness, regarded as 
the only way to enter properly into Lent.  Before 
we can seek God’s forgiveness we first turn toward 
one another.   
 In this tradition we will be celebrating 
Mardi Gras on Tuesday, March 4th.    Students can 
wear colorful outfits befitting of a carnival.  They 
can wear hats, beads, etc. Since this is also 
sometimes called “Fat Tuesday” it’s a great time to 
eat all that stuff that is forbidden during Lent.    

 

Attachments 

SAC Meeting of Minutes of Feb. 20
th

  

Tuition Rates for the 2014-2015 school year 

(additional Diocesan testing fee added) 

Crab Feed Signup sheets 

Book Fair Flyer 

March calendar - updated 

 

Upcoming Dates:  

Mon. March 10
th

 - Snail’s Pace goes home 

Wed. March 19
th

 - Open House 6 to 7:30 pm 

Mon. March 24
th

 - Wed. March 26
th

 - 

Kindergarten screening test 

Fri. March 28
th

 - Preregistration forms due 

from all those returning for the 2014-15 

school year & Jog -a-thon 

Sat. May 3
rd

 - First Communion - 10 am 

Fri. May 9
th

 - All tuition assistance packets 

due to the school office 

Fri. May 16
th

 - Confirmation 6:30 pm 

Sat. May 25
th

 - Graduation 5 pm 

************************************ 
 The Church Season of Lent begins the 
next day, on March 5th, Ash Wednesday.  On that 
day, we begin a season of doing special forms of 
charity and being especially generous (almsgiving); 
of being more conscientious about prayer; and of 
fasting.  During Lent, our relationship with Jesus 
grows stronger as we prepare to celebrate the joy of 
the Resurrection of the Lord. 
 Lent is the annual preparation for Easter 
calling us to reform our lives and to open our 
hearts to the spiritual blessing God has promised to 
bestow on us.    
 As stated before Lent begins this coming 
Wednesday, March 5th.  All Catholics in good 
health aged 18 to 59 are required to fast and 
abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday and Good 
Friday, and to abstain from meat on all other 
Fridays of Lent.  Youth 13 and older are to 
abstain from meat on those days.  We also ask all 
of our students in good health, no matter what the 
age, to abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday, all 



  

 

Fridays of Lent, and on Good Friday.  Fasting 
means that no more than one main meal is eaten 
daily, while in the same day no more than two 
partial meals are eaten which together do not equal 
one main meal. This stipulation is mainly for those 
18 to 59, but is open to others if they desire.   

Sometimes in class we ask the students to 
make resolutions or goals during Lent.  Parents 
might find this a valuable tool as well.  This goal 
should somehow bring you closer to Jesus.  
Everyone should reflect prayerfully about their 
Lenten resolutions or goals before making them.  If 
necessary make a list, but be modest and realistic.  
Doing a little with love and devotion is spiritually 
more beneficial than trying to do much but doing it 
halfheartedly. 
 Lent is a time of prayer, fasting, and 
almsgiving.  Hopefully by practicing these three 
things it will bring your family closer to our Lord. 
 Please continue to pray for our children 
as they grow in their faith and knowledge, and 
continue to serve others. 
   Yours in Christ, 

 
         Barbara Genera 
 

                                        

1.  Pre-Registration Forms 
 Forms went home last week for the 

2014-2015 school year.  You may also find the 

form on our web site. Please return these with a 

$50.00 deposit per child by Friday, March 28
th

.  

Before we start registering new students, we 

want to make sure we have space available.  

Some combination class rooms have more 

students than others.   

 The School Advisory Commission has 

decided to raise tuition by $200 for next school 

year as explained in the Open Letter to Parents.  

Please remember to return the form that shows 

that you read the letter.  A rate schedule for next 

school year is included with this newsletter. 

 The rate schedule has remained the 

same, but a testing fee has been added.  This is 

something that we just learned about from the 

Diocese.  The fee is $30.00 per student in grades 

3
rd

 through 8
th

. 

2.  Crab Feed 

 Please make sure you do everything you 

can to support this fundraiser.  We need parents 

to buy and sell tickets to make 

our Crab Feed a success.    

Please return your tickets by 

Thursday, March 6
th

.  Tickets 

can be purchased at the door. 

Signup sheets are attached.  If you do 

not here from the chair, please contact them 

directly.   

 

3.  Parking/Drop Off/Pick Up 
 We are beginning to have some real 

issues with drop off and pick up.  All students 

should be dropped off on the Ware Ave. side.  If 

you are dropping off, pull up as far as possible 

until you reach the last cone.  Let your student 

out on the right side - watch them until they 

come to the sidewalk - and then drive out.  Do 

not ever get out of your car.  Do not leave 

your car unattended.  This is for drop off 

only.  If you intend to leave the car, please 

park on Ware Ave. and walk your student 

onto the school grounds.  We have had parents 

literally park in the drive way and walk their 

students into the school grounds. This backs up 

other parents into the street.  Even if you are 

late, do not leave your car.  If you need to 

leave your car, park on Ware Ave. No one is 

to ever park in the fire zone!  We have had 

students walking in the cross walk almost get 

hit because parents driving through did not 

see them - their view was blocked by the 

person parked.  Do not park by St. 

Bernadette’s Hall unless you intend to stay for 

some time.  You can easily back into cars 

driving through. 

 If you do drop off on the 8
th

 Street side, 

again make sure you walk your child into the 

school yard.   

 Pick up of all students should be on the 

8
th

 Street side.  Only those students who are 

walking should leave through the Ware Ave. 

side.  During pick up, if you intend to park, 

please make sure you park in the middle 

section where the basketball courts are.  

Parking by the fence line or up close to the 

building creates a situation where cars are 

backing into cars driving through or possible 

students getting into cars.  Again a student 

was almost hit by a car backing out from the 

fence area.   



  

 

 All these procedures are in place to 

keep our children safe.   We do not want to see a 

student hit or two cars colliding together.  Please 

be careful.  Because of our small staff, we do not 

have the resources to watch and guide every car 

and every student. 

  

4.  Altar Server Training 
 There will be an Altar Server training 

class on March 6
th

 at 8:30 am during school 

hours with Fr. Arbel and with Mrs. Anderson.  

This is a class for the new servers and a re-

fresher for all students who are already serving. 

Fr. Arbel and Mrs. Anderson invite anyone who 

is interested in accepting God’s call.  We are in 

need of more students.  Altar serving is a 

wonderful privilege and a great way to become 

closer to Jesus.  If you are interested please 

contact Mrs. Anderson or just come to the 

training at school.  Mrs. Anderson can be 

contacted at home (530) 696-2619; Cell (530) 

320-0801 or by email at 

riceandnuts@succeed.net.  

  

5.  Mardi Gras 
 Mardi Gras was explained in the letter 

from Mrs. Genera above.  This is a fun free dress 

day.  A time for students to wear bright colored 

clothes to school; for beads and 

if they have any Mardi Gras hats 

to wear them.  The students have 

already been told that there will 

be no hair coloring or skin 

coloring allowed.  We  have our 

Ash Wednesday Mass the following day. 

 

6.  Ash Wednesday Mass 
 Ash Wednesday Mass will be on 

Wednesday, March 5
th

 at 9 am.  Parents are 

invited to attend.  Fr. Arbel will be 

doing the traditional marking 

with ashes during Mass.  All 

students must be in full 

uniform - no free dress. 

 We will not have 

Mass on Thursday. 

 

7.  World Finest Chocolate 
 We will send out invoices at the end of 

next week to those who have 

not yet returned their money for 

the candy.  We only have two 

boxes of chocolate covered 

raisins.  If you can help sell some of them, let us 

know. 

   

Scholarship/Tuition Assistance   
 The process for scholarship/tuition 

assistance has changed for next school year.  

Applications will be given directly to the school.  

We will no longer use the forms or apply 

through Facts Tuition assistance.  All forms must 

be completed and returned to the school office 

with all documentation by Friday, May 9
th

.  Late 

applications will not be accepted. 

 Applications will be available in the 

office on March 3
rd

.  For those who are presently 

on assistance, if you do not pick up forms by 

Thursday, March 6
th

, they will be mailed to you.     

Those who have not received tuition assistance 

before but may need assistance next year, need to 

come to the office to pick up forms. 

 

9.  Book Fair Times 
 Remember that our Book Fair will be 

operating all next week after school.  The times 

are on the flyer as well as below: 

Monday March 3: 3-5pm 

Tues March 4: 11:15am-12pm; 3-5pm 

Wed March 5:   11:15am-12pm; 3-5pm 

Thurs March 6: 11:15am-12pm; 3-5pm 

Friday March 7: 11:15am -4pm 

 

Fundraising Opportunities 

Target: Don’t forget to use your Target Red 

Card when shopping at Target (make sure you 

have your card designated for Our Lady of 

Lourdes School). Up to 1% of your purchases 

are donated back to the school.    

Box Tope:  Every box top is 10 cents to our 

school. Save your General Mills, Pillsbury, Betty 

Crocker, Ziploc, Kleenex, and the eBox Tops 

Marketplace.  Bring the box tops to the school 

office. 

Labels For Education:  Save your Campbell’s 

labels and bring them to the school.  We are able 

to trade these in for educational supplies. 

Amazon: We now have an Amazon link on our 

home page of our Web site.  If you use this link 

to purchase from Amazon our school will receive 

a percentage back from Amazon. It does not cost 

you any more - it just helps us out.  Please let 

your family and friends know about our link to 

help our school.  Give them our web page - 

www.theollschool.com. 

 

 

mailto:riceandnuts@succeed.net
http://www.theollschool.com/


  

 

  

Preview 
 

 

Mrs. Croghan-1
st/

2
nd

: 

     Students will be tested on the COMPLETE 

Morning Offering Prayer over the next 2 weeks.  

Last day to pass will be March 14th.   

             

Ms. Arias-3
rd

/4
th

: 

     The Third Trimester AR goal is now set at 16 

points. Please make sure to dedicate some time 

to reading and practicing multiplication facts. 

Choosing to invest time towards reading and 

math fact fluency practice will build essential 

skills and confidence in your child/children. Unit 

12 (week 2’s assignments) will be assigned next 

week. Chart test on Friday. Students may wear 

appropriate Mardi Gras Free Dress on Tuesday, 

March 4th. I look forward to seeing who will 

find the baby in our class treat and be appointed 

King or Queen for the day! Ash Wednesday 

Mass will be on Wednesday, March 5th. Our 

class will be responsible for the readings at 

Mass.  If you have been elected as a reader, 

please practice daily. No Mass on Thursday. 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recognition/Review 
 

 

Mrs. Croghan-1
st/

2
nd

: 

     There are a lot of future geologists in first and 

second grades.  Congratulations for earning 90 to 

100% on the Earth Materials Science test Abigail 

Cross, Gabbi Theriault, Rosita Diaz, Elle Faris, 

Eleanor Jewett, Alberto Leos, Nicko Mata, 

Damian Meraz, and Allie Traynham.  A big 

thank you goes to Mrs. Diaz for all of her help 

during this unit.  Bless you for developing and 

overseeing all the experiment stations for this 

unit.  

 

Ms. Arias-3
rd

/4
th

: 

     Congratulations to Asa Smith for reaching his 

AR goal! I am happy to report that third and 

fourth grade students know the Act of Love 

Prayer. Our class average was 95%! Wow!! 

Congratulations to Renee Wrysinski for earning 

a perfect score on the Religion test! 90% and 

above:  Laura Anderson, JC Duran, Georgia 

Guinn, Michael Harris, Naomi Silva, Alison 

Leos, Joseph Maciel, Joshua Rodriguez, and 

Timothy Walsh.  Top grades on the Geometry 

Math test: Laura Anderson 93%; Patricia Castillo 

93%; Giacomo Daniels 93%; Jessica Deniz 93%; 

JC Duran 93%; Georgia Guinn 93%; and Asa 

Smith 93%. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



Our Lady of Lourdes School 

741 Ware Ave. 

Colusa, CA 95932 

 

Advisory Commission Minutes 

Thursday, February 20, 2014 

Those Present:  Blanca Dahlstrom, Devin Kelley, Dan Mata, Ramon Silva, Greg Maciel, Colleen 

Wrysinski, John Ascencion, and Barbara Genera 

Also in attendance - Parent Club member NormaAhumada 

 

   

I.  Prayer - led by Barbara 

 

II. Routine Matters 

 A.  Approval of Minutes - approved 

 B.  Approval of Agenda - approved 

 C.  Chairperson’s Remarks - parents approached Blanca about possible school vegetable garden.  

This will only work if a parent takes complete control - they must plant, water, and weed even during the 

summer.  No staff member can or has time to take on this responsibility. SAC or Parent Board does not 

want to take on the responsibility either. 

 D.  Pastor’s Remarks - absent (sick) 

 E.  Calendar Events  - March 19
th

 - Open House and Informational Night 6 to 7:30 pm; March 3
rd

 

- 7
th

 - Book Fair; Snail’s Pace - on line ordering for religion articles begins on March 10
th
 - for two weeks 

we receive a higher share of profit but ordering can be done all year long and the school will receive 

credit. 

   

III. Reports 

 A.  Principal’s 

  1.  Budget Report - reviewed -so far still in the black with most % aligned with time of 

year 

  2.  Annual Fund - no change from last month - still $1465.00 still to go 

  3.  Parent Club Budget Report - World’s Finest paid for, but still have money coming in  - 

profit now at $25,882.00 goal is $65,268.00 for this year 

  4.  ACT Aspire for 5
th

/6
th

 this year - 7
th

/8
th

 Explore Results - reviewed results with SAC 

      

IV. Standing Committee Reports   -  

 A  Development – Colleen Wrysinski - none until Annie B starts up again 

 B.  Community Relations/Marketing & Recruitment – Blanca Dahlstrom - Mrs. Genera shared a 

list of items Mrs. McCullough will work on before Open House - advertisement of Open House, Post cards,  

Newsletter, and new family incentives for families for the 2014-2015 school year (Preschool through 8
th

 

grade.)  Discussed possible events for the fall of 2014 to build community among families. 

 C.  Facilities – Jose Medina (absent) - absent - we did discuss cameras to watch the entrances to 

the school.  Will talk with Fr. Arbel to see where he wants cameras.  Discussed cost and the need for extra 

wiring.   

 D.  Mission Effectiveness – Barbara Genera -Survey on Catholic Identity was given to all parents 

through email.  Parents will be reminded again to do the survey tomorrow, Friday.  We are using Survey 

Monkey for the survey. 

 E.  Parent Engagement – Devin Kelley - no recent meeting - meeting on Thursday, Feb. 27
th
 at 8 

am.  

   

V. Old Business 

 A. Review of meeting Feb. 3
rd

 - did not review - everyone O.K. with decisions made 

 B. Additional Spring Fundraisers - Decided to do a golf tournament in June to raise the extra 

funds needed - Blanca, Ramon, John, and Greg will spearhead the even. Norma, Devin, and Barbara will 

help as needed.  Hold Softball tournament for next year.  Discussed plans for a different type of dinner next 

year and an Alumni Dinner in the fall to raise money for the school. 



 C  Review of tuition for 2014-15 (copies) - reviewed copies 

 D. Review of Scholarship process (copies) - reviewed and added suggestions and corrections from 

the SAC members 

 E.  Approval of  Policy on Parent Volunteer/Fundraising by Fr. Arbel - 1/27/2014 - handed out 

   

VI. New Business 

 A.  Registration Contract - new sections - reviewed all of contract and looked at changes made in 

the contract for next year.  Added suggestions and corrections from the SAC members 

 B.  Crab Feed - cost of crab is up this year.  Hope to do a Cricket gun raffle (girls and boys) and a 

4 wheeler raffle to help cover the increased cost of the crab. Need to check with Fr. Arbel if he is O.K. 

with a gun being present at the event. 

   

   

VII. Agenda Items for March  

 

VIII. Adjournment 

A. Next meeting   -  March 20
th

  

 

 

Additional Item - all SAC members were invited to the Parish Council and Parish Finance Committee on 

Thursday, Feb 27
th

 at 6 pm to listen to the proposal from the Bishop’s office regarding the ONE Campaign 

of the Diocese of Sacramento. 

 

 

 



Our Lady of Lourdes School 
741 Ware Ave. 

Colusa, CA 95932 
530-458-8208 

 
Rate Schedules for 2014-2015 

 

Tuition (For those signing up for the Tuition Reduction Plan*) 
For those not signing up for the tuition reduction program please see the reverse side for full cost.   

     Yearly  Monthly (10 month plan)  

Preschool (T TH):                           $2185  $218.50 

 

Prekindergarten (M W F):             $2545  $254.50 

 

Prekindergarten (M T W TH F):  $3445  $344.50 

 

Kindergarten:                                 $3550  $355.00 

 

First Child in 1st through 8th:      $3950  $395.00 

 

Second Child in 1st - 8th:              $3750  $375.00 

 

Third Child in 1st - 8th:                $3450  $345.00 

 

Registration Rates (Per Child) 
 

Extended P.M.                                $ 75 

(For all students who attend at any time in the PM) 

 

Preschool and prekindergarten    $150 for the first child 

             $100 for each additional child 

 

Kindergarten – 7th                        $350 for the first child 

             $300 for each additional child 

 

Testing Fees - 3
rd

 - 8
th

           $30.00 per child 

               

8
th

 grade                                           $20 additional registration fee 

 

Extended Fees: 
Flat rate per child.  Payable beginning August 1

st
 through FACTS.

 

     Yearly  Monthly 

Less than 5 hours per week  $900.00   $90.00 

 

Half Time (5 - 10 hours per week) $1700.00 $170.00   

 

Full Time (10+ hours per week)     $2100.00 $210.00 

 

Occasional Hourly Rate per child      $6.00  $30.00 increments to the office 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1   

2 3  Hot dogs 

Tuition Assistance 

packets ready in the 

office 

4 Pizza 

Mardi Gras 

Free  

Dress 

5– Subway—tuna 

—Mass 9 am 

2 pm dismissal 

6 Burritos 7  Crab Feed 

Jog-a-thon 

 forms go home 

8 

9 10 Hot dogs 

Snail’s Pace Religion 

supply order forms go 

home 

11 Pizza 12 Subway—bologna 

2 pm dismissal 

Student Council  

meets until 3 pm 

13  Mass  9 am 

Tacos 

14  Subway—tuna 

Easter See’s order 

forms go home 

Jeans  for a Buck 

15 

16 School Family 

Liturgy  10 am  -  

17 Hot dogs 

St. Patrick’s 

Day— 

Green Free Dress 

18 Pizza 

 

19 Subway—turkey 

2 pm dismissal 

Open House 6-7:30 

pm 

20  Mass 9 am 

Burritos 

PTC 8 am 

SAC 6 pm 

21  PK-8 diocesan 

inservice—no school 

for PK through 8th  

22 

23 24 Hot dogs 

Snail’s Pace orders 

due 

25  Pizza 26  Subway—bologna 

2 pm dismissal 

27  Mass 9 am 

Tacos 

28 Subway—tuna 

Jog-a-thon 

29 

30 31  Hot dogs      

 Our Lady of Lourdes School 

Family Calendar– March 2014 

      Book Fair 

Kindergarten Screening Test in the afternoon. 

Report Cards go home 
Virtue of the Month— 

F orgiveness 


