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Dates to Remember: 
Saturday, Oct. 12

th
 - Carnitas Dinner 

 St. Bernadette’s Hall 4 to 8 pm 

Monday, Oct. 14
th

 - Acuity Testing begins 

 3
rd

 through 8
th

 grade 

Tuesday, Oct. 15
th

 - Bishop’s Pumpkin Patch 

 K through 2
nd

 

 Parent Club Meeting 6 pm -  

 Fr Donor Room 

Wednesday, Oct. 16
th

 - School Pictures - all in 

 uniform 

Thursday, Oct. 17
th

 - NO MASS 

 SAC meeting 6:30 pm 

Friday, Oct. 18
th

 - No School for PK through 

 8
th

 - Staff Retreat Day 

Saturday, Oct. 19
th

 - DC Golf Tournament 

Sunday, Oct. 20
th

 - Family Liturgy 10 am 

 Put Luck Lunch for Fr. Arbel 4 pm 

 St. Bernadette’s Hall 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Dear Parents, 
 In this Sundays Gospel, we meet a truly 
grateful man.  The Gospel says that this man was 
healed, that he “returned, glorifying God,” and 
that he fell at Jesus’ feet and thanked him.  The 
gospel says - and Jesus certainly makes note of this 
fact - that there were nine others who were healed 
but they apparently did not return to Jesus with 
gratitude. 
 Now we are inclined to assume that the 
other nine were grateful.  After all, they were 
cured of a horrendous disease.  They certainly 
didn’t go off feeling sad and disappointed.  Rather, 
they likely rejoiced with their new health.  But 
they did not return to Jesus with expressions of 
gratitude.  They may have been deeply grateful, but 
they did not glorify God with their gratitude; they 
did not return in thanksgiving to Jesus, who 
healed them. 
 So we return to the question about our 
own gratitude: Because we do not pause over and 
over again every day to thank God for everything,  
  

Upcoming Dates:  

Mon. Oct. 21
st
 - DC Wreath Sale begins 

Wed. Oct. 23
rd

 - Mandatory meeting for 

parents of students receiving First 

Communion 4:30 in Fr. Donor Room 

Thurs. Oct. 24
th

 - Pheasant Festival Chair 

meeting 7 pm - all chairs of individual events 

need to be in attendance 

Fri. Oct. 25
th

 - Jeans for a Buck Day - 

Christmas See’s orders go home - Pheasant 

Festival dinner tickets go home 

Thurs. Oct. 31
st
 - Costume or Orange and 

Black Free Dress 

Trunk or Treat 5:30 to 7 pm 

Sat. Nov. 9
th

 - Pheasant Festival 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 does that mean we are not grateful? No, but we 
can be like the leper who returned to Jesus - by 
always returning to Jesus with gratitude.  We do 
this in a special way when we go to Mass.  This is 
one reason why going to Mass is so important.  It’s 
our most important opportunity to give thanks to 
God.  In fact, the word Eucharist comes from the 
Greek word that means “thanksgiving.”  We may 
not pause in any given moment to express our 
gratitude to God - but we do not miss any 
opportunity to go to Jesus in the Real Presence at 
Communion during Mass on Sunday. 
 We need to thank God for His love and 
for all our blessings.   May we show our gratitude 
by attending Mass every week-end. 
 Let us pray for the understanding of 
patience among all of us, especially our children 
and that they may realize that pursuing the quality 
of patience will bring them close to the oneness 
with God. 
 I invite all of our parents to the school’s 
Mass each Thursday at 9 am.  All are welcome. 

 
      Yours in Christ, 
 
 

   Barbara Genera 



  

 

Catholic Faith Quiz:  For parents and 

students to work on together: 
Saint Therese of the Child Jesus (1873-1897) 

believed that even doing a little thing, like 

sweeping the floor, is pleasing to God if it is 

done out of love for God and others.  Because of 

this she is also called “The Little Flower.” 

Patroness of florists, missionaries, and pilots.  

Feast Day: October 10, 2013 

How are you like St. Therese of the Child Jesus? 

How can you be more like her? 

 

1.  Acuity Testing 
 The Catholic elementary schools in the 

Diocese of Sacramento use a comprehensive, 

formative assessment program called Acuity, by 

CTB McGraw-Hill.  This assessment program 

provides data so that teachers can adjust 

curriculum to meet the needs of the students and 

the class.  The testing is completed every nine 

weeks on specific English/Language Arts and 

Math Common Core Standards.   

 Acuity testing for 3
rd

 through 8
th

 grade 

will be completed next week - Oct. 14
th

 through 

17
th

.  The testing is done all on line in the 

computer lab.  Results should be available to 

those parent who are interested by the end of the 

month.  Remember that the test measures the 

students understanding of a set grouping of 

Common Core Standards in Language Arts and 

in Math. 

   
2.  Reminders sent by Email 
 During this past week reminders were 

sent out through the email.  The most important 

item was the inclusion of the Pheasant Festival 

Dinner signup sheets.  Please look this over and 

make sure you name is on the list.  We need to 

have all parents helping out.  We especially need 

help in the game room. 

 

3.  Halloween Free Dress 
 It has been decided that students can 

wear costumes or come in orange and black free 

dress on Halloween Day, Oct. 31
st
.  Please make 

sure costumes are appropriate for school - stick 

with good heroes, Saints, etc.  Nothing on the 

gory side.  Remember that students will be in 

class doing work on that day so make sure the 

costume will not interfere with the regular 

classroom routine.   If you have questions on a 

type of costume contact the teacher or the school 

office.    

4.  Room Parent/Classroom Parties 
 If you are interested in helping the 

classroom teacher organize parties and assist in 

other areas when needed, please contact the 

teacher to see if she still needs a room parent.  

We will be soon having our Halloween Parties 

and teachers will need help with treats and 

games.  Teachers would be grateful if parents 

help with the classroom Silent Auction item too. 

  

5.  Pheasant Festival 

 Posters:  Posters advertising our 

Pheasant Festival are now available in the school 

office. If you know of a specific place you can 

put up a poster, please come by the office and 

pick up a poster. 

 Silent Auction:  Silent Auction 

items are due on Monday, Nov. 4
th

.  This is a 

date change since Fr. Donor room will not be 

available to us until the 4
th

.  Those sending in 

$25.00 instead of an auction item still need to 

have the money in by Oct. 31
st
. 

       Chairs/Coordinators Meeting: 
 Our final meeting for all those 

coordinating or chairing sections of the Pheasant 

Festival is on Thursday, Oct. 24
th

 at 7 pm in Fr. 

Donor Room.  We ask that everyone be present. 

  Signup Forms: A copy of the 

signup sheets were sent home in an email last 

week.  Make sure your name is on the list.  Only 

those paying for fundraising hours do not have to 

help at the Pheasant Festival.  It is a requirement 

that all parents work on this very important 

event. 

 Business Solicitations: We 

need help to solicit businesses for donations to 

our Pheasant Festival.  A list of businesses was 

sent home in an email last week.  We also have 

the list in the office.  If you can help, contact the 

school office or come by and look at our list.  

Please make sure someone else has not already 

signed up to contact the business 

  

6.  Shady Creek/5th/6th 
 We have several families who have not 

sent in their final payment for Shady Creek - 

$115.00.  Please make sure payments are sent in 

early next week. 

  

7.  Amazon - on our Web Site 
 We now have an Amazon link on our 

home page of our Web site.  If you use this link 



  

 

to purchase from Amazon our school will receive 

a percentage back from Amazon. It does not cost 

you any more - it just helps us out.  Please let 

your family and friends know about our link to 

help our school.  Give them our web page - 

www.theollschool.com 

 

8.  Celebration - Fr. Arbel’s 

Ordination & Birthday 
 The parish will be celebrating the 6

th
 

anniversary of Fr. Arbel’s ordination and his 50
th

 

birthday with a pot luck dinner on Sunday, Oct. 

20
th

 at 4 pm in St. Bernadette’s Hall.  Everyone, 

including school families, are invited to attend 

and if you can attend bring a hot dish and/or a 

salad.  Table service, drinks, and dessert will be 

provided.  Please come and celebrate with Fr. 

Arbel. 

 

 Fundraising Opportunities 

Target: Don’t forget to use your Target Red 

Card when shopping at Target (make sure you 

have your card designated for Our Lady of 

Lourdes School). Up to 1% of your purchases 

are donated back to the school.    

Box Tope:  Every box top is 10 cents to our 

school. Save your General Mills, Pillsbury, Betty 

Crocker, Ziploc, Kleenex, and the eBox Tops 

Marketplace.  Bring the box tops to the school 

office. 

Labels For Education:  Save your Campbell’s 

labels and bring them to the school.  We are able 

to trade these in for educational supplies. 

 

  Preview 
 

Mrs. Hodges-PS/PK: 

     Next week we will focus on the letter "Ll", 

learn about prepositions, and make some giant 

pumpkins!  Snack students for next week are: 

Mon.- Sawyer, Tues.-Charlie, Wed.-Brett, and 

Thurs.-Luke. Remember Friday is an inservice 

day, there will be no school.   

      

Mrs. Walsh-K: 
     I will begin sending home handwriting 

assignments that need to be redone or finished.  

We will also have handwriting homework every 

Thursday night.  Please watch for items in your 

child's folder. 

     We will be going to Bishop's Pumpkin Farm 

on Tuesday, October 15th.  Students are to wear 

red uniform shirts, long pants (blue jeans okay), 

and bring a sack lunch.  On Thursday, October 

17th, we will be walking over to the Colusa 

pumpkin patch with the pre-school class. 

 

Mrs. Croghan-1
st/

2
nd

: 

     First and Second grades have begun 

practicing for the Veteran’s Day/Grandparent’s 

Day Celebration.  Please have your child practice 

reading the song, ‘The Casson Song’ nightly.  It 

is on green paper in the Weekly Envelope.  The 

class has started studying the properties of 

energy and motion. The test will be November 

6th.  The Study Guide on green paper is also in 

the Weekly Envelope.  If you want one emailed 

send me a note kcroghan@frontiernet.net.  First 

grade will be having a test on Sentences and 

Nouns on October 24th.       

        

Mrs. Walsh-2
nd

:
 
 

     We will be going to Bishop's Pumpkin Farm 

on Tuesday, October 15th.  On Thursday, 

October 17th, students need to have selected the 

saint for their report.  I look forward to hearing 

who has been selected. 

 

Ms. Arias-3
rd

/4
th

: 

     We will move on to Unit 5 in our vocabulary 

books next week. Spelling test will be on 

Thursday in lieu of there being no school on 

Friday. Third grade will be having a test in math 

on Chapter 4’s concepts in multiplication, 

problem solving, and using data from pictures to 

solve problems, etc. on Tuesday, October 15.  

Our chapter three History test will be on 

Wednesday, October 14. There will be a short 

vocabulary quiz in Science on Thursday, October 

16.      

  

Mrs. Vann-5
th

/6
th

:  
     The Chapter 15 Science vocabulary quiz will 

be Wednesday, October 16th.  We will be taking 

the Acuity tests in Language Arts and Math this 

week; please make sure to arrive to school on 

time, well rested and fed!  The packet of Shady 

Creek information said that three forms were due 

October 18th.  Due to the fact that we will not be 

in school that day, please try to have them in by 

Thursday, October 17th.     

  

Mrs. McCullough-7
th

/8
th

: 

Next week will fly by with Friday off. Tuesday 

is the chapter 10 Science test on volcanos. 

Thursday, 8th grade is scheduled to take the chpt 

4 Algebra test.  We will also begin our 3rd 

writing unit on Literary Analysis. Students will 

need to brainstorm and chose material to 

analyze. 

http://www.theollschool.com/
mailto:kcroghan@frontiernet.net


  

 

Recognition/Review 
 

Mrs. Hodges-PS/PK: 

     We had great week learning about fire safety! 

The icing on the cake was a visit from the City 

Fire Dept. on Friday.  We learned the difference 

between letters and numbers, and we practiced 

writing the letter "Qq". 

 

Mrs. Walsh-K: 
     A huge thank you to the 2nd grade class for 

helping us with the "Living Rosary". 

 

Mrs. Croghan-1
st/

2
nd

: 

      We have only just started practicing ‘The 

Casson Song’ and already the girls are singing 

out loud and strong.  We do need the boys to get 

that ARMY strong voice marching along with 

the girls.  Come on boys; let the ARMY and 

your families be proud of you.  Sing it out!     

     

Mrs. Walsh-2
nd

:
 
 

     Congratulations to Damian for reaching 20 

AR points so far this trimester! We have added 

more names to our 10 point AR club.  Way to go 

Alberto and Jesse!  Saint reports have been 

assigned. 

 

Ms. Arias-3
rd

/4
th

: 

     Congratulations to Laura Anderson, Nicole 

Carrere, Jessica Deniz, Michael Harris, Naomi 

Silva, Chase Carrere, Alison Leos, Joe Maciel, 

Abby Myers, Christopher Rodriguez, Joshua 

Rodriguez, and Timothy Walsh for earning 

perfect scores on last week’s spelling test!! I 

would like to thank everyone for attending our 

2013 Book Fair. We received many wonderful 

additions to our class and AR library! Thank 

you!! 

 

Mrs. Vann-5
th

/6
th

:  
     Cloitzel Ahumada, Andrea Ascencion, Mia 

Critchfield, Liliana Davis, Audrey Dunn, Charles 

Dunn, Jacob Lambirth, Casey Medina, Priscila 

Morales, James Murray, Christian Reyna, 

Abigail Smith, Ruby Testerman, and Lily 

Woodring scored 100% on the Southern states 

and capitals test!  Grace Meek and Gracie Tirado 

also earned As!  Congratulations to James 

Murray for earning 100 AR Points! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. McCullough-7
th

/8
th

: 

     This week was a fun one. We were able to 

create our own American Flag as did the 

Founding Fathers in the late 1700's. We 

reviewed past flags to see how it evolved and 

what guidelines were in place in developing the 

flag. We also held our own Constitutional 

Convention debating the idea of revising the 

Articles of Confederation or starting fresh. In 

addition, students finished up the Summary 

Essay and presented their Summaries in a Bag. 

In Religion, the chapter 2 test A's were scored by 

Bridget Walsh (highest with 96%), Jeanette 

Meraz, Sam Stocks, Sophia Stocks, and Sarah 

Vann. There were also students that showed 

notable improvement over the chapter 1 test: 

Bridget Walsh and Pablo Meraz (5% increase), 

Fernando Castillo (10% increase) and Cade 

Roper (15% increase). Way to go 7/8th!!! 

       



Trunk or Treat       
 

Trunk or treating involves kids going from car trunk 

to car trunk colleting candy. Your trunk can be 

decorated with Halloween decorations and you can 

dress in costume if you want. You’ll stand by your 

trunk and hand out candy to the trunk-or-treaters. 

This is a fun-not frightening event for the kids, no 

scary costumes please! 

**we need folks to host trunks** 

Please sign-up in the office. 

Can’t join us but want to support us? Donate a bag of candy!! 

****this event is not eligible for school credit or volunteer hours**** 

 

Where:  

 

When:  

Time:   

 




